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What is a conference?
▸ Event bringing people together that share an 

interest in the same issue area


▸ Discuss, learn about, and network in that issue area


▸ Can have a wide reach


▸ Usually annual and often have changing have 
themes



Why conferences?
▸ Identify your core audience


▸ Connect with partners


▸ Live versus virtual


▸ Some fundamentals are the same


▸ Some things are different



Festivals versus conferences

▸ Conferences > Festivals


▸ Festival = local


▸ Conferences = global or national 


▸ Festival attendees = film fans


▸ Conference attendees = passionate leaders in their 
communities on your film’s core issue


▸ Not mutually exclusive











Connecting with Conferences
▸ Find the right conferences


▸ Reach out and pitch


▸ Negotiate participation 


▸ Ask for keynote presentation or plenary 
audience


▸ Show a short clip


▸ Play up the film + Q&A excitement



▸ Don’t neglect conference speaking fees


▸ They value you being there


▸ “Our typical fee is $_____…”

Get Paid



Build on your momentum
▸ Turn a great conference into a great partnership


▸ Positive testimonial


▸ Follow up email to their list with a CTA


▸ Encore virtual event


